June 7th, 2009
Hi 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY NADINE
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Happy birthday for the coming Friday. Take your choice of birthday cards. 
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Also Nadine – that article you sent me on music and healing was very interesting. It mentioned that it is being used at MGH. 
It is actually a week of anniversaries. First, there was the 20th anniversary of the June 4th crackdown in 1989. Then, yesterday there was the 65th anniversary of the D-Day landings in Normandy in 1944. Another one for June 4th – ‘Big Ben’ in London is 150 years old.

Last Monday was also quite a day. First, there was the Air France A330 crash, which was rather scary. The latest guess as to what happened is that water may have got into the ‘pitot’ tubes (small tubes that stick out of the nose of the aircraft to measure air speed) and frozen thus indicating lower air speeds. The pilots then would have gone faster which is not what should be done in a thunderstorm as it puts a much greater of the frame causing it to break up. This problem was supposed to have been solved after a similar accident some years ago when a wasp got into a pitot tube during servicing and deposited wax there. That plane too also crashed. 
Also on Monday, the last survivor of the Titanic died. She was aged 92 and was only 9 weeks old at the time of the sinking. As she was too small for a life jacket, she was placed in a sack and lowered over the side. 
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O Kopy': it
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
FROM ALL OF US



Also on Monday, it was announced that HK is to have a team in the Le Mans 24-hour race later this month (picture). Do you remember going to Le Mans when we were in France? We visited the museum at the track and then drove around most of the track, which is possible as most of it in on public roads. Good fun! 
The June 4th crackdown was marked in HK, as it is every year. HK is one of the very few places in the world where the memory of the incident is kept alive. First, there was the march last Sunday, which I wrote about last week. Then there was the candlelight vigil in Victoria Park on the evening of June 4th. It was estimated that about 150 000 attended, far more than [image: image7.jpg]


in previous years, partly because it was the 20th anniversary, partly because of the remarks made by Donald Tsang recently and also because some high-profile ‘dissidents’ were allowed to attend this year. This included one of the actual 1989 student leaders as well as the son of Zhao Ziyang’s secretary, who was one of the writers of Zhao’s memoir ‘Prisoner of the State’ which I wanted to buy but which has completely sold out. Another student leader, resident in the US, as are many of them, made an interesting protest. He flew into Macau from Taipei the other day and said he wanted to turn himself over to the authorities in China. Even though he is on China’s ‘most wanted’ list, he was not allowed into Macau and was forcibly put onto a return flight to Taipei. Apparently, the sensitivity of the event for China trumped getting a most-wanted dissident. 
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Yesterday was the D-day anniversary. President Obama attended the remembrance celebrations held at a US cemetery above ‘Omaha beach’, one of the two beaches where US forces landed. I watched the commemoration on BBC TV in the evening. (It started at 9 pm, HK time, 9 am your time, so you probably didn’t see anything of it, though I wonder if any of the US commercial TV net works would even broadcast it?) In Obama’s speech, he mentioned that his grandfather had passed through there 6 weeks after D-Day, and that another of his relatives who was there on D-Day was attending the ceremony. Gordon Brown, Stephen Harper (PM of Canada, whose address was in both English and French) and Prince Charles (who did not speak) were also there. There was some controversy as to why the French would not invite the Queen. After all, she is the only head of state among the allies who was actually alive at the time and she was also actually in the Army! The number of WW2 vets attending each year is dwindling, with one who was in France to participate actually dying the night before the ceremony (mentioned by Obama in his address). It was mentioned on Australia TV the other night that that country’s last WWI veteran died at the age of 110.

For a 3-min BBC video clip of the ceremony go to:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/8087285.stm

That seems to be it for now.
Cheers
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